
Coventry Fire District

Minutes of meeting

10 February 2015

Club Joques

Boston Street Coventry RI

1.	Meeting called to order by Board Chairman Frank Palin

2.	Emergency evacuation procedures – Frank Palin

3.	Roll call of board- John Cook, John D’Onofrio, Frank Palin, Sam

Rachiele, Brenda Raposo were present. Legal counsel Timothy

Williamson was also present

4.	Pledge to flag – lead by John Cook

5.	approval of minutes of previous meeting. Motion made by John

D’Onofrio and seconded by Sam Rachiele to approve as written. No

discussion. All 5 members voted to approve minutes

6.	Tax Collector report presented by Chairman Frank Palin prepared

by Tax Collector Jeanne Lukowicz . Beginning December 1, 2014

Taxes collected to date $600,894.42. Interest collected $19,079.11.

Total taxes and interest $919,973.53. Legal costs collected $4,325.00 .

Total monies Collected $624,298.53.  Back taxes 2013 and prior

beginning balance $49,966.23 Collected $16,016.63  Outstanding

$33,949.60  2014 back taxes balance $322,076.32 collected

$128,708.74 balance$193,367.58   Motion made by John Cook to

accept Tax Collectors’ report as presented. Seconded by Sam

Rachiele. No discussion. All 5 members voted to accept report

7.	Treasury Report presented by David Krekorian CPA  All bills have



been paid that Bd has approved. Working on process to speed up

bills being approved by chief /board and getting paperwork to his

office for payment. Working on a purchase order process to be put in

place. Setting price limit before moving purchases into a bidding

process. Hoping by next month to start working on budget numbers,

actual verse proposed. Working with payroll to improve process

uploading retirement data to State Retirement System. Sam Rachiele

made motion to accept Treasure’s Report as presented, seconded by

John D’Onofrio All 5 board members voted to accept report (

Comment made by member of public Chairman Palin informed the

person that there is no public comment )

8.	Frank Palin informed the board we would be moving on to old

business and hold on Executive Session until Chief Labbadia or his

lawyer arrive 

9.	Chairman Frank Palin indicated he needed to recuse himself from

next portion of meeting and hand meeting to Vice Chairman Sam

Rachiele due to fact it dealt with health insurance and he works in

that field. John D’Onofrio informed board that the matter deals with

way we do health care program looking to joining up with interlocal,

Trust program risk financial share partner, not insurance, more an

insurance pool risk organizer, John D’Onfrio asks for motion MOU,

presented by union, conditional on the union approval that was also

meeting to approve MOU, bottom line the out of pocket cost for out of

network would double. The saving to district would be $8000

conditional that district would still providing 100% of deductibles.

John remakes motion that we accept  the MOU conditional to union



approval. Point made by Mr Williamson all figures have been final not

the red line version that included dental. John  said yes and that they

were waiving the requirement that district get 3 outside quotes.

Brenda Raposo makes motion and seconded by Sam Rachiele  no

discussion all 4 board members approve motion 

10.	Chairman Palin resumes as Chair of meeting. Sam Rachiele make

motion presuent to RI Laws 42-46-5 & 42-46-5.1 personal and

contracts that Coventry Fire Board move to Executive Session.

Seconded by John D’Onofrio. No Discussion. All members voted to

move to Executive Session.

11.	Board reconvenes from Executive Session motion made be John

Cook to seal the Minutes of the Executive Session. Brenda Raposo

seconded. Chairman Palin informs the public no votes were taken in

Executive Session. Roll Call Vote taken John Cook –Yes, John

D’Onofrio – Yes, Frank Palin – Yes, Sam Rachiele –Yes, Brenda

Raposo – YES

12.	Frank Palin informs public that at this point that Attorney Harsch’s

report will stay CONFEDENTIAL. Attorney DeSimone objected to its

release due to attorney client confidentiality. We have plans on

meeting in aprox 2 weeks on this issue to move on it.  

13.	Frank Palin made public comment on thanking the fire fighters

who work the fire on LaForge Drive  the week before 

14.	Motion made by John Cook to adjourn seconded by Sam

Rachiele. No discussion. All 5 board members voted to adjourn


